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The past decade has witnessed ever-increasing 

advances in innovative medical technologies 

including gene-editing, robotic surgery, novel 

pharmaceuticals, 3-D bio-printing and other 

forms of personalized medicine. One recent 

example that made headlines is the CRISPR 

genomic-editing technique, which Science 

magazine called the “breakthrough of the 

year” in 2015, identifying it as one of the most 

important tools invented in the past century. 

Such innovations have the potential for vastly 

improving human health and medical care in 

ways unimaginable in the not too distant past, 

through tissue-based treatments for cancer and 

other diseases, the growth and transplantation 

of animal organs, and repairing genetic defects 

in embryos. As is often the case with emerging 

technologies, with the potential benefits come 

a host of ethical questions concerning their de-

velopment and implementation: Does altering 

the human germ line cross a moral threshold? 

Is “human enhancement” a moral impera-

tive? Will access to such technologies and 

treatments be problematic for certain social, 

economic, and racial groups? How will health-

care policy take into consideration the widest 

possible range of stakeholder perspectives?

This symposium brings together a group of  

nationally and internationally recognized 

experts in medical technology, bioethics, and 

health care. An opening keynote presentation 

will be followed by three breakout sessions 

and a culminating panel discussion.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Dr. Jonathan D. Moreno is the David and Lyn Silfen 
University Professor at the University of Pennsylvania 
where he is one of sixteen Penn Integrates Knowledge 
professors. Moreno has served as an advisor to many 
governmental and nongovernmental organizations 
and served as a senior staff member for three presiden-
tial advisory commissions. In 2008–09, he served as a 
member of President Barack Obama’s transition team. 
A frequent contributor to such publications as The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, the Huffington 
Post, Psychology Today, and other major media, his 
work was used in the development of the screenplay 
for “The Bourne Legacy.” His most recent book is  
The Body Politic: The Battle Over Science in America  
(Belleview Literary Press, 2011), a Kirkus Reviews Best 
Book of the Year and a Scientific American Book Club 
selection. The American Journal of Bioethics has 
called Dr. Moreno “the most interesting bioethicist of 
our time.”

SPEAKERS/PANELISTS: 
Dr. Ruha Benjamin, Assistant Professor of African 
American Studies at Princeton University

Dr. Sarah-Vaughan Brakman, Associate Professor 
of Philosophy at Villanova University

Dr. Eric B. Kmiec, founding Director of the Gene 
Editing Institute at the Helen F. Graham Cancer 
Center & Research Institute at Christiana Healthcare 
System


